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EARLIEST TOWNS
PROFESSOR L. s. B. LEAKEY announced in 1935 tnat ^e had found a town
near Ngaruka in Central Africa which he considered was founded
about 20,000 years ago, but this is problematicaL   The oldest town sites
of which we have any comparatively exact information are those of the
Sumerians.
EXCAVATED   SUMERIAN   TOWNS
The Sumerians were settled at the head of the Persian Gulf before
3500 B.C. They gradually spread inland until they finally covered the
whole of the area known to us as Babylonia. At a very early date they
carried on trade with the civilized inhabitants of the Indus Valley and
also with the Egyptians. They were accomplished metal workers,
using copper, gold, silver and lead, and they understood the principle
of the wheel, having both carts and chariots.
In the 26th century B.C., that is about 1,000 years after they settled
on the shore of the Persian Gulf, the Sumerians were conquered by
Sargon, a monarch of Akkad, and the Akkadians thereupon adopted
Sumerian culture. In the course of time the Sumerian-Akkad cultural
union gave way to Babylonia. The principal Sumerian towns hitherto
excavated are Ur, Uruk and Nippur, which three have already been
referred to; and Kish, Lagash and Adab.
BUILT   BY   NEBUCHADNEZZAR
Kish is now known as Tal-al-Uhaimer, which means "the little
red mound." It derives its name from a great mass of ancient baked
bricks, the red colour of which can be seen from a considerable distance
over the plain. It wras excavated after the World War by an expedition
sponsored jointly by Oxford University, England, and the Field
Museum, Chicago, U.S.A. Of this expedition, Dr. S. Langdon was a
prominent member and he wrote prolifically on its work.
Kish was the centre of an important wheat-growing district. Its
site is only a few miles from that of Babylon, which city came into
prominence after Kish had ceased to be of paramount importance.
Sargon, the great king under whom the Akkadians conquered the
Sumerians, was himself a native of Kish. Among the very extensive
archaeological remains there are the ruins of fortifications erected by
Nebuchadnezzar.
HELPED BY AN UNCOVERED TABLET
Nippur was situated in the very heart of the land of Sumer, and was
therefore of importance because of its position. It was also the centre
of the worship of the god, Enlil, who was greatly venerated by all the
Sumerians. A very large number of records of all kinds> compiled by
the priestly servants of Enlil, were unearthed there, They have piwqa
of inestimable value to the archaeologists and scholars whose laborious*